UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION

Montgomery County
2023 Annual Report

310 Salisbury St., Ste. E
Montgomery City, MO 63361
573-564-3733

573-564-6145 FAX
montgomeryco@missouri.edu
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108 Whitten Hall

Columbia, MO 65211
PHONE 573-882-2394
EMAIL: cchiggins@missouri.edu

December 2023

Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension and Engagement,

Thank you for your important partnership with the University of Missouri Extension this past year.
| want to highlight three areas that address needs you helped us identify.

You may recall that the FY 23 state budget provided a one-time S5 million infusion to MU Extension for
growth. Of that, we allocated about $3 million for field faculty in the areas of agriculture, 4-H, health/human
development and business and community development.

Through a dedicated hiring effort, and thanks to that allocation, we have hired 168 new employees since
November 2022. That includes 72 academic/faculty members, most of whom are field specialists in a
priority area noted above, and 96 staff members (e.g., office administrators, youth and food and nutrition
associates, etc.).

We also returned more faculty to local program delivery that best serves your county’s needs, while
preserving the partnership and relationship building work you value. Our extension and engagement
specialists focus full-time on that work as they serve their assigned multi-county groups. Currently, 19 have
been hired, with two more in the pipeline.

Finally, we are prioritizing our work with county extension councils. In the new role of partnership and
council development director, Lorin Fahrmeier focuses on strengthening council representation and
governance. This role will build stronger links with regional, educational and campus leadership to better
identify and address local priorities.

At the UM System level, our engagement work across four universities and with leaders across the state
makes a difference in areas of greatest need: broadband, workforce development, health access, food
security and healthy futures for our youth.

Your county annual report shows what we are accomplishing together as we Serve Missouri and Deliver
Mizzou. We look forward to strengthening that partnership with county commissioners and community
stakeholders in the coming year.

Sincerely,

Chad Higgins, PhD
Interim Vice Chancellor, MU Extension and Engagement
Chief Engagement Officer, UM System

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS
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December 2023

Dear Friends of MU Extension:

MU Extension continues to step up to today’s challenges with innovative ideas to connect our
citizens and communities with knowledge, resources and programming.

Our distinct land-grant mission is to improve lives, communities and economies by producing
relevant, reliable and responsive educational strategies that enhance access to the resources and
research of the University of Missouri.

In 2023, face-to-face meetings and local program delivery continued to increase across the county
and state. It was announced that MU Extension in Montgomery County will house a new Regional
Economic Development Specialist in the near future.

In Montgomery County, our volunteer advisors - members of the county Extension Council - play
a vital role in identifying community needs; providing counsel to regional and campus faculty about
educational programs and personnel; and assist in finding resources to support the local
educational program.

This annual report highlights part of Extension’s yearly educational programming. In 2023, the
Montgomery County Extension Office provided a total of 11,639 direct and indirect contacts. These
contacts were made through in-person meetings, zoom short courses, newsletters, telephone
consultations, personal instruction, electronic mail and educational displays. Program areas
include Agriculture and Environment, Business and Community, Youth and Families, Nutrition and
Continuing Education.

With your support and the support of the Montgomery County Commission, every effort will be
made to identify high-priority needs and to deliver programs that enhance the lives and livelihood
of the residents of Montgomery County.

The Montgomery County Extension Council would like to express its thanks to the staff, volunteers,
other agencies, associations and businesses for their hard work and support. Special thanks to the
County Commission for the financial support provided to the Extension Council.

In partnering with the County Commission and the people of Montgomery County, we look forward
to working together to meet Extension’s grand challenges of economic opportunity, educational
access and excellence and health and well-being in 2024.

Sincerely,

Dennis Weinrich, chairperson Elizabeth Anderson
Montgomery County Extension Council Extension and Engagement Specialist



Who We Are

Montgomery County
Extension Council
Dennis Weinrich, Chairperson

Mike Henderson
Vice Chairperson

Dan Cole, Secretary

Donna Viehmann, Treasurer
Stacey Carroz

Mike Henderson

Richard Kleinsorge

Doug Lensing

Sharon Lensing

Toni Schwartz

2023 Operating Budget
Income:

County Appropriations ~ $79,000
Expenses:

Personnel Services $28,000
Payroll Expenses $18,440
Non-Payroll Salaries ~ $19,400
Travel

$4,260

Postage $1,800
Telephone Service $1,450
Rent/Lease Equipment  $2,240
Supplies/Services $2,435
Insurance $725
Repairs/Maintenance $50
Furniture/Equipment $200

Meeting Date
Third Monday of Month, 7 p.m.
Extension Council Office

Montgomery County
Faculty and Staff

Rusty Lee

Field Specialist in Agronomy
Heather Warren

Nutrition Program Associate
Kim Cullom

4-H Program Associate
Joan Andrews

Office Support Staff

Staff Serving

Montgomery County
(based in other counties)

Brianna Anderson
Field Specialist
in Human Development

Elizabeth Anderson
Extension & Engagement
Specialist

Mark Christian
SBTDC Business Specialist

Anita Ellis
Field Specialist in Livestock

Charles Ellis
Field Specialist
in Agricultural Engineering

Staff Serving

Montgomery County
(based in other counties)

Tyler Hall
County Engagement Specialist
in Nutrition & Health Education

Matthew Herring
Regional Director
East Central Region

Marsha Moore
Missouri SBDC
Business Specialist

Jamie Mitchell
Missouri APEX
Acceelerator Specialist

Brian Schweiss
State Extension Specialist
Sustainable Forestry

Rhonda Shafer
County Engagement Specialist
in 4-H Youth Development

Mary Sobba
Field Specialist
in Agricultural Business

David Steffes
SBTDC Central
Regional Director

Jana Weitkemper
PTAC State Director

Paul Zacharius
Missouri SBDC
Business Specialist

Montgomery County
Commissioners

Ryan Poston
Presiding Commissioner

Dave Teeter
First District Commissioner

Doug Lensing
Second District Commissioner

State Legislators
Senator

Travis Fitzwater
District 10

Representatives
Jeff Myers
District 42

Bruce Sassmann
District 42

About us
Location:

310 E. Salisbury St., Ste. E
Montgomery City, MO 63361

Hours:

8 a.m. to 12 Noon
1p.m.to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Contact:

573-564-3733

573-564-6145 FAX
montgomeryco@missouri.edu
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Montgomery County
Agriculture and Environment

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

Number of Montgomery County Learners Safety Data Sheet, and other materials available
Thirty-six Montgomery County citizens participated in when applying pesticides.
the Private Pesticide Applicator training facilitated by 7. Understand the need for proper selection and use

Rusty Lee, field specialist in agronomy. This 2.5 of protective clothing and safety equipment.

hour program gave a collective learning total of 90 8. Understand the importance of the “Restricted Use

education hours. Pesticide (RUP) designation for certain pesticides

9. Consider environmental impacts when selecting a

What Did They Learn? pesticide for use.

Upon completion of the training, participants were 10. Consider impact of pesticides on water sources

able to: when applying a pesticide.

1. Recognize the need to correctly identify pest 11. Understand the need and procedure to develop
organism prior to choosing a pest management an emergency plan (fire, storm, flood, other) with
strateqy. local emergency officials.

2. Understand the concept of economic thresholds
and economic injury levels when making pest How Does This Work Make
management decisions. Montgomery County and Missouri Better?

3. Possess a basic understanding of biclogical Enables farmers to meet the legal requirements
control and other non-chemical methods of pest mandated by the Environmental Protection Agency
management. and the Missouri Department of Agriculture’s Bureau

4. Better understand the format and information for Pesticide Control on the safe and proper use of
provided on each pesticide label. agricultural pesticides on their farmlands, including

5. Recognize the importance of using label restricted-use pesticides (RUPs).
information in all phases of application. This enables farmers to meet society’s demands for

6. Understand the importance of having a Material lessening agriculture’s environmental impact.
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Local Impact

Business and Community

Missouri SBDC Assists Montgomery Gounty Gitizens

In 2023, the Missouri SBDC professionals offered
these personalized and extensive services for
Montgomery County:

e Capitalization $310,000
¢ Jobs Created 1
¢ Jobs Retained 3
¢ Number of Clients Counseled )

About the Missouri SBDC

The Missouri SBDC is here to help business owners
and entrepreneurs get the information needed to
make confident decisions and help Missouri
businesses succeed. The business experts of the
Missouri SBDC are your neighbors, dedicated to
helping businesses grow. Learn more

at missourisbdc.org. The Missouri SBDC is funded in
part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S.
Small Business Administration and is a partner of
University of Missouri Extension's Business
Development Program.
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County Highlights
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